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Holy God,
who calls us beyond the limits of our poor understandings,
and holds wide heaven’s door to receptive hearts,

take us in this holy place, we pray, by the grace of music,
    into the wonder that silences all agitation,
    into the praise that knits up all fear.

And lead us on by the way of music
    to glimpse a oneness which cannot yet be fully seen,
    and find a rest which cannot yet be fully known.

So shall we perceive that unity which foreshadows the end of all divisions
    and that silence which heralds the beginning of all joys;

and know ourselves to be, at last,
    your redeemed people;
    graced and raised by song. Amen.
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Out of respect for the liturgy we are about to celebrate, please turn off all cell phones and audible devices.

A bell bids all to stand as able.

introit  Song of Isaiah   words: after Isaiah 12:6 
   music: Richard Proulx (1967–2010)

Cry aloud! Ring out your joy,  
    ye citizens of Zion, 
for the great one in the midst of you  
    is the Holy One of Israel

at the procession    Organ improvisation Canon Musician Michael Kleinschmidt

THE INVITATORY & PSALTER

The Hymnal 1982 #s-58, © Church Pension Fund

preces   Deus, in adjutorium
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The Very Reverend Steven L. Thomason, Dean and Rector of Saint Mark’s Cathedral, Officiant
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phos hilaron    O gladsome light  ◆  sung by all, standing words: Φῶς Ἱλαρόν, Greek, 3rd century
   paraphrase by Robert Seymour Bridges (1844–1930)
   tune: Le Cantique de Siméon, Loÿs Bourgeois (c. 1510–1559)
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The Hymnal 1982 #36, public doman
All are seated.

psalmody Psalm 27 simplified Anglican chant by Robert Knox Kennedy (b. 1945)
The Choristers introduce the antiphon, all repeat it. The Choristers chant the verses, all repeating the antiphon as indicated.

  Dominus illuminatio

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?    ANTIPHON

 5 One thing have I asked of the Lord, one thing I seek; 
    That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life;

 7 For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe in his shelter; 
    he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high upon a rock.    ANTIPHON

 9 Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds of great gladness; 
    I will sing and make music to the Lord.

 10 Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; 
    Have mercy on me and answer me.    ANTIPHON

 11 You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face,” 
    Your face, Lord, will I seek.

 17/18 I believe I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 
    Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage!   ANTIPHON

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
    As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.    ANTIPHON
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Please stand as you are able.

canticle  Luke 1:46–55 [The Song of Mary]  ◆  sung by the Choir setting by David Hogan (1949–1996)
   The Washington Service (1994)
  Magnificat

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.

For he hath regarded * 
    the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth * 
    all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 
    and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him * 
    throughout all generations.

THE LESSONS

Please remain seated for the reading.

reading  Isaiah 66:1–2, 18–23

Thus says the Lord:
Heaven is my throne
    and the earth is my footstool;
what is the house that you would build for me,
    and what is my resting place?
All these things my hand has made,
    and so all these things are mine,
says the Lord.
But this is the one to whom I will look,
    to the humble and contrite in spirit,
    who trembles at my word.

For I know their works and their thoughts, and I am coming to gather all nations 
and tongues; and they shall come and shall see my glory, and I will set a sign among 
them. From them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Put, and Lud—
which draw the bow—to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away that have not 
heard of my fame or seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the 
nations. They shall bring all your kindred from all the nations as an offering to the 
Lord, on horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and on mules, and on dromedaries, 
to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the Lord, just as the Israelites bring a grain 
offering in a clean vessel to the house of the Lord. And I will also take some of them 
as priests and as Levites, says the Lord.

For as the new heavens and the new earth,
    which I will make,
shall remain before me, says the Lord;
    so shall your descendants and your name remain.
From new moon to new moon,
    and from sabbath to sabbath,
all flesh shall come to worship before me,
says the Lord.  ◆
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He hath showed strength with his arm; * 
    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 
    and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 
    and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 
    as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Please be seated.

reading  1 Peter 5:1–11

Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one 
who shares in the glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you to tend 

the flock of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not under compul-
sion but willingly, as God would have you do it—not for sordid gain but eagerly. Do 
not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples to the flock. And when the 
chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades away. In 
the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the elders. And all 
of you must clothe yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for

“God opposes the proud,
    but gives grace to the humble.”

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 
you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline 
yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 
your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you 
to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish 
you. To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.  ◆

Please stand as you are able.

canticle  Luke 2:29–32 [The Song of Simeon]  ◆  sung by the Choir  Hogan, Washington Service

Nunc dimittis

 ord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 
 according to thy word;

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, *
    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, *
    and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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the apostles’ creed    chanted by all, standing 

 Officiant I believe in God,
 All the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
 and born of the Virgin Mary.

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, died, and was buried.

 He descended to the dead.
 On the third day he rose again.
 He ascended into heaven,

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
 the holy catholic Church,
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

Officiant

The Lord be with you.             And also with you.        Let us pray.

Assembly Officiant

Officiant and Assembly

Our Father,
who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. 

salutation & the lord’s prayer

A    -    men.
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suffrages a Book of Common Prayer p. 97
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a collect for peace 

Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all just 
works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, so 

that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we, being delivered 
from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through the mercies of 
Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. Amen.

a collect for church musicians & artists 

O God, whom saints and angels delight to worship in heaven: Be ever present with 
your servants who seek through art and music to perfect the praises offered by 

your people on earth; and grant to them even now glimpses of your beauty, and 
make them worthy at length to behold it unveiled for evermore; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

a collect for mission 

Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give 

rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

Please be seated for the anthem.

anthem  A Prayer of Saint Richard of Chichester   words: attr. Richard of Chichester (1197–1253)
   trans. Rev. George R. Bullock-Webster (1858–1934)
   music: L.J. White (1910–1970)

O holy Jesus, most merciful Redeemer, 
friend and brother—

May I know Thee more clearly,
Love Thee more dearly,
Follow Thee more nearly.
Amen.

Please stand as you are able.

a prayer of st. john chrysostom 

lmighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-

beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be 
in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best 
for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen.
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office hymn    Praise to the Lord!  ◆  sung by all, standing tune: Lobe den Herren 
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The Hymnal 1982 #390, words: © The Church Pension Fund. music: public domain. descant: © 1953, Novello & Co. Ltd. 



10

 The Officiant concludes the service with a sentence from Scripture. All respond: Amen

voluntary & procession    Organ improvisation Canon Musician Michael Kleinschmidt

Please remain standing as you are able for the procession of ministers and choir.

dismissal

 Officiant Let us bless the Lord.

 People Thanks be to God.
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The prayer on the front cover is by Patrick Woodhouse, former Canon Precentor of Wells Cathedral, UK, 
from With You is the Well of Life: Prayers from the Depth of the Heart (Kevin Mayhew Publishers, 2005).

Music and texts under copyright are reprinted by permission under OneLicense.net #a-706820
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