





























Dave Beck and Emil S. Sick, to start a drive that successfully raised
enough money to pay off the mortgage.

I would like to pause here and tell a little anecdote that well
illustrates Bishop Bayne's simple, clear-cut way of doing things. When
Bishop Huston retired, his long time secretary, Lucy Taylor, tendered her
resignation, as was proper. Bishop Bayne would have none of it. He said’
he couldn't get along without her. One morning he came in and said, "Get
me Bishop Block on the 'phone. I want to talk to him." Lucy gulped and
said, "But, Bishop, Bishop Block is in San Francisco!”™ '"Yes, I know he is.
Please get him on the line!" It took poor Lucy a while to get used to the
way her new boss approached things; but she was a willing pupil and began
to enjoy her life immensely, no matter how hard she had to work. The
Bishop could be strenuous at times. '

In 1951 Dean Watson was made Bishop of Utah. There began with the arrival
and institution of The Very Reverend John Compton Leffler, twenty years of
exciting growth and reclamation for St. Mark's. ©One of the first things
he did was to improve the sound system still more, so that we could all
hear his inspired preaching. He, together with Bishop Bayne, really put
St. Mark's on the map. They were known and revered city-wide - no small
achievement in as introverted a city as Seattle was in those days. Plans
to finish the Cathedral began to be made with Bishop Bayne insisting that
there be no indebtedness incurred. It was to be pay-as-you-go all the
way. In 1959 Cathedral House, a long overdue need, was completed and
dedicated. An immense hall with a wonderful panoramic view of the city
formed an important part of the new building. "Dedicated to the mewmory

of Julius H. and Mina Prentice Bloedel without whose generous gifts
Cathedral House could not have been built, Bloedel Auditorium makes the
Cathedral a seven-day-a-week servant of the community and the Diocese.'11

In 1960 the Diocese of Olympia lost its dearly beloved Bishop Bayne to the
Anglican Communion as a whole when he became its first Executive Officer.
From Lambeth Palace in London he traveled worldwide, wherever his church
had need of him. The Right Reverend William Fisher Lewis became the
sixth Bishop of Olympia. Bishop Lewis is remembered as @ kindly, gentle
person, a dedicated man of God. His untimely death in 1964 was a great
shock to everyone. He had been in ill health for some time, but it had
not slowed down his duties as Bishop of his flock. The Right Reverend
Ivol Ira Curtis, Bishop Coadjutor, was en route home from a vacation in
eastern Canada when he learned of Bishop Lewis's death. "Within two
weeks Bishop Curtis had to arrange funeral services for Bishop Lewis,
complete procedures for taking over the Diocese, attend the General Con-
vention meeting in St. Louis, complete and prepare for presentation of
the Diocesan budget and preside over the Diocesan Convention."12
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There was great growth in the Dioccese of Olympia in the years that
Bishop Curtis presided over it. It was a demanding life, being a bishop
of such a burgeoning diocese. The Right Rev. Ivol Ira Curtis retired inm
1975 in rather precarious health with a job well done.

In 1976 The Reverend Robert H. Cochrane was chosen as bishop. His
election came as quite a surprise and not much casting of votes. He was
from the parish of Christ Church in Tacoma - the first bishop te be chosen
from among the clergy in the Diocese of Olympia. The Right Reverend
Robert H. Cochrane was duly consecrated as Bishop at ‘a2 ceremony held in
the Coliseum of the Seattle Civic Center in order to accommodate all

those who wished to attend. The Presiding Bishop, The Right Reverend

John Allin,officiated. It was a very impressive ceremony. The long
procession of clergy into the Coliseum seemed to go on endlessly. There
was no doubt that the Diocese of Olympia had acquired a new bishop.

In everything he did The Very Reverend John Compton Leffler was a great
driving force; he never did anything by halves. He came to us from

St. Luke's in San Francisco. I believe his greatest gift to us was the
gift of music, for which he had an abiding-love and appreciation. With
his encouragement and enthusiasm, together with Peter Hallock - now Canon
Precentor - St. Mark's developed a musical program that is known
nationally. The organ was the old one that had been installed in the old
church in 1892. It was a temperamental beast, and one never knew when it
would decide to lie down and rest. The great Flentrop organ, built to
order in Zaandam, Holland was installed in 1965, Accommodation for it
was achieved by building a narthex and putting the choir loft above it.
The portico, when completed also in 1965, was dedicated to the first
Dean, Theé Very Reverend John D. MclLauchlan and his wife, Adelaide.

In 1965 one other change was made when the choir was moved to the loft
above the narthex, together with the new organ. The choir stalls were
removed from the chancel and a free-standing altar was placed in front of
the old altar that had come out of the church at Broadway and Seneca.

. John Leffler believed in keeping up with the times; he was never at a
loss. His Sunday morning, "From the Dean's Desk" over KING Broadcasting
System was, and still-is, on a national hook-up. Although we had many
great and solemn occasions - and yes, some joyful ones too - with much
beautiful music, two services stand out in my memory from Dean Leffler's
time. It was the era of "The Flower People' - remember "The Flower
People?" Father York from Berkeley was invited to speak from St. Mark's
pulpit one Sunday morning. It was summer and the place was swarming with
"Flower People' and all sorts of young people. Some sat on the steps of
the chancel, hovering around the pulpit - some just anvwhere at all.

12Thomas E. Jessett. Pioneering God's Country. Diocese of Olympia
Press.
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Psychedelic lights flashed; the music was ROCK and LOUD. The barefoot
crucifer came down the aisle carrying a wooden cToss entwined with
flowers; the vestments were mighty colorful. I particularly remember
Father York's interesting vestments. At the rear of the procession was a
‘mongrel dog with a rather ''hang dog" expression on his face. How he got
in I'll never know, but I guess he knew 'where it was at." At the back
of the church a young girl was about to light a cigarette. One of the
ushers leaned over to stop her. 'Cool it, man,' said George Revelle.

Sure enough, she put her cigarette out! The Judge knew a thing or two
about that type of bravado! The other gervice was quite different. When
King George VI died in 1953, a requiem was held for him at St. Mark's.

As long as I live I'll never forget it. The Washington Pipe Band in full
Highland dress - bagpipes tied with black crepe - and on their left arm
each piper had a black armband. At the back of the procession of the
clergy, the British Consul General came in full diplomatic uniform -
black cutaway coat with lace epaulettes, and under his left arm, his
tricotn. The service was strictly Church of England. The Consul General
read the lessons, and a lone piper paced across the chancel playing the
late King's favorite lament, 'The Flowers of the Forest." The service
ended with "God Save the Queen.'" I remember several old ladies recalled
that they had lived through four reigns and now in a fifth one they had a
Queen again. There were no eulogies; no names mentioned. As someone
said, "It is the same for the king as for the .lowliest subject, and it
has been that way for hundreds of years!" :

Dean Leffler retired in 1971 after twenty years of most loving service.
In 1972 the present Dean, The Very Reverend Cabell Tennis, then rector of
Trinity Church, Buffalo, New York, accepted the call to St. Mark's after
2 "Search Committee" had spent much time in locating the man they thought
best able - not to fill Dean Leffler's shoes - but to carry out the
aspirations and wishes of a parish that, as a Cathedral, was fast.
becoming ecumenical in its impact on the community. There is a change in
the kind of congregation, and the thinking of the congregation has subtly
changed. Young people take a good part of the responsibility for our
programs; women have crept slowly into places that were once thought to
be only the purview of the male members of the church. Our Junior )
Warden is a woman! There are many women on the vestry. Guilds have sort
of faded away. It is the lifestyle of men and women today that make it
that way. There are a great many so-called “Career Women' in this latter
part of the Twentieth Century. They don't have time on their hands as
the ladies of Mrs. W. H. H., Green's day to give "to good works,'" but they
still find time to serve in other ways. . The Altar Guild still lives -
very much needed and alive, but it is no longer limited to women members.

The Garden Guild, with its anxious care of the Cathedral grounds, hangs
on rather precariously. C

The staff of St. Mark's is young and full of vitality. The Reverend
Canon Richard Toll from Baker, Oregon fills a long-felt need as Canon
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Pastor. There is not an oldster in the parish (as well as many others)
who doesn't get support from him when needed. The Reverend Grant Abbott,
Priest Associate for Education, from St. James in Kent, Washington, came
in October of 1977. Father Abbott is an inspiring example 6f the youth
of our church. The Reverend John Huston serves as Priest Associare for
Missions. Last but not least, we have ordained our first woman. The
Reverend Barbara Dumn Ris was ordained Deacon on June 8, 1978. Dr. Peter
Hallock, Canon Precentor, whose fine musicianship is known nationally, is
our organist/choirmaster. As Canon Precentor he supervises all big
festivals of the Christian year. We have an innovation thar is Anglican
in derivation - in 1976 the office of "Verger" was instituted. This is a
position that goes far back in English church history. On grand occasions
one sees Ford E. Smith in black gown and Canterbury cap leading the
procession with his verge (wand) emblem of office in-his hand.

Now in the year 1979 A.D., St. Mark's - even in the opinion of architecrs -
is as complete as it needs to be. What growing pains! What tribulations!
And what joy there has been in this strange "holy box" that was neither

the dream of the old Dean nor of the ambitious parishioners of "The
Twenties.'" But somehow, it is fitting - I wouldn't have it any other way.

There are many details that I might have included, but I felt that The
Very Reverend John Compton Leffler, Dean Emeritus, has given a much more
intimate, "on-the-spot'coverage of what went on during his tenure than I

ever could. 'Therefore, I refer the reader to THE HOLY BOX by John
" Compton Leffler.
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